
 

 

 

April 15, 2020 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi                                       

Speaker of the House                                                   

United States House of Representatives                      

H-232, U.S. Capitol                                                     

Washington, D.C. 20515                                             

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, 

 

Thank you for your leadership during this time of crisis. As work begins on a CARES 2.0 

package, we urge you to support much needed support for local media outlets who have been 

several impacted the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Local newspapers, television, and radio stations nationwide have experienced a significant 

decline in revenue due to the coronavirus. Considering that most of their revenue comes from 

sponsorships and advertising for local arts and community events, local media has taken a major 

hit because of the cancellation of advertising contracts. Many local news outlets, including many 

in our states, are unsure whether they will be able to keep their doors open, and many have 

already begun staff layoffs. Protecting local media is essential because these outlets are 

important for sharing local information within communities. And during these unprecedented 

times, these outlets are playing a vital role in providing important public health information and 

sharing additional resources such as how to access unemployment or which grocery stores are 

offering special hours for seniors. 

 

For these reasons, we urge you to include the Protect Local Media Act of 2020 in the CARES 

2.0 package. This plan would provide guaranteed and sustained assistance to local media outlets 

who have been directly impacted by COVID-19. The Protect Local Media Act plan would: 

 

➢ Direct the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to designate 50% of government 

advertising to local newspapers, television and radio stations for the purposes of 

addressing the covid-19 pandemic up until December 31, 2020. After December 31, 2020 

the FCC should designate no less than 25% of government advertising to local radio, 

newspapers, and television stations. Additionally, the FCC should take steps to ensure the 

distribution of funds is done in a nonpartisan and nonideological way. 

   

➢ To address the significant layoffs this bill would instate an Emergency Jobs for 

Journalism tax credit of 30% of the employee’s first year wages up to $20,000 per 

newsroom employee hired during the remainder of the calendar year for 2020. The tax 

credit would apply through the end of 2021.  

 



 

➢ Further, the bill amends the IRS Code to include as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

purpose the publication of written news articles (including electronic publications) which 

includes religious, charitable, scientific. This tax credit is effective until December 31, 

2020. 

 

➢ This bill directs the FCC to make efforts to coordinate with the Small Business 

Administration to offer deferred interest business loans to qualifying newspapers, radio 

and television stations. 

 

Congress must act now to protect local media outlets who are at risk of being swallowed up by 

big business. We look forward to working closely with you in the days and weeks ahead to 

ensure we protect our local media during this unprecedented crisis. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
TIM RYAN                                                 

Member of Congress                                   

  

 

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON                                       JARED HUFFMAN 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress 

 

VICENTE GONZALEZ                                                      MATT CARTWRIGHT 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress  

 

THOMAS R. SUOZZI                                                         JOE NEGUSE 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress 

 

NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN                                         ELAINE G. LURIA 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress  

 

CHELLIE PINGREE                                                           DARREN SOTO 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress 

 

JAMIE RASKIN                                                                  GERALD E. CONNOLLY 

Member of Congress                                                            Member of Congress  

 

               

 


